ZEN ORIENTAL DESIGN
Asian Arts and Education Consultancy
Zen Oriental Journeys
ABN 64 661 070 230
Mobile 0401 123 347 Fax 08 8298 5927
Email lee.grafton@bigpond.com
www.zenorientaljourenys.com.au

Zen Oriental Journeys aim to provide outstanding programs which explore destinations beyond the depth
of a casual tourist itinerary. Our programs are individually planned for originality, inclusion of significant
destinations which are thoroughly researched, and provide a tour which is balanced between engagement
and relaxation. The unique itineraries reflect a thorough knowledge of the places, peoples, history and
cultures of the region. They are designed to take you ‘off the beaten track’ to include crafts villages,
galleries, museums, sacred ceremonies and festivals, marketplaces and special arrangements for
performances, all with meticulous attention to the practicalities of ensuring an enriching and rewarding
experience.
Zen Oriental Journeys are designed by Lee Grafton who has developed a high level of organisational
skills in operating these tours since 1982. Lee was for many years a visual arts teacher and became the SA
State Advisor to the Asia Education Foundation of the Sidney Myer Asialink Centre of the University of
Melbourne. Recognised as a leading authority on the arts of Asia, he was recently invited to write and
deliver postgraduate and Master’s Degree courses in Asian art for the University of Adelaide and Art Gallery
of South Australia. He has been a regular traveller to all destinations since 1971 and developed a wide
network of outstanding licensed travel partners throughout East, South, Southeast and Central Asia, Africa
and now……South America.
Zen Oriental Journeys appoints tour managers and leaders who have significant experience in
management at senior education department levels and are experienced in professional tour leadership.
South America Journey will be escorted and managed by Julie Presser, past Principal, Adelaide
Secondary School of English. Julie lived and worked in India in the mid-nineteen eighties and has also been
a keen traveller to many Asian destinations since 1975. Following the completion of her Post-Graduate
Certificate “Including Studies of Asia in Curriculum” from Flinders University, she has participated in and
escorted a number of study tours for educators and leaders to Thailand, Laos, Korea, China, Vietnam,
Myanmar, India and Nepal, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan and Iran. More recently to Djibouti, Ethiopia, Sudan
and Egypt.
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South America Journey
Incas, Intrigues and Iguanas

Say hola to South America. Some say you need to take care when visiting this vast continent for the first
time – many a traveller has been lured by the siren call of her tropical rainforests, roaring waterfalls,
majestic mountains and vibrant towns and cities; never to return.
Of all the world’s vanished civilisations, few evoke as much mystique as the Incas of Peru. Stumbled
upon and shattered by a handful of Spanish adventurers in 1538, the Inca Empire was the last great
pristine civilisation on earth – a current aside from the mainstream of human history. And yet its dominion
was vast, stretching over a distance greater than from London to Moscow, along the spine of the world’s
highest cordilleras outside the Himalayas, and home to scores of different ethnic groups. This Journey seeks
to understand the Inca Empire on a tour through its Andean heartland. We take in classic Inca sites where
their cyclopean stonework melds into the grandeur of the Andean landscape. The culmination is the most
spectacular site of all, Machu Picchu, perched on the very fringes of Amazonia. Meet with local families and
artisans: then there are UNESCO World Heritage sites in the magnificent and lively colonial cities.
Ecuador packs more than its fair share into its relatively small borders. Quito is the oldest continuously
inhabited city in all South America and its well-preserved colonial centre makes it one of the most beautiful
too. Thriving towns dot the country, but it’s outside of these centres that Ecuador truly comes into its own,
thanks to diverse landscapes ranging from the impenetrable Amazon to the mighty Cotopaxi.

From the faded elegance of its old Colonial cities to the wilds of the Andes, South America is simply
wondrous. A continent filled with a huge range of fascinating cultures, an unrivalled historical legacy
and epic natural beauty. Seductive and utterly unique, let yourself be swept away to passionate South
America. Join us on this spectacular Journey of intoxicating beauty to the vibrant heart and soul of Andean
South America.
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Unique small group tour. "Great Journeys-Fascinating Places-Immerse"

27 days April 1, to April 27, 2021
Indicative Land cost $8460 per person twin share.
Single Supplement $920
Optional Galapagos Island Cruise extension
See details below

On this Journey you will
•

Immerse yourself in the fascinating architectural heritage of Lima, Cuzco and Arequipa.

•

Evoke images of the exotic in Otavalo, Cotopaxi, Riobamba, Chimborazo and more

•
•
•
•

Board the scenic train and follow the Urumbamba River to iconic Macchu Piccu
Discover ancient fortress of Ollantaytambo and the Inca’s Sacred Valley
Try spinning, dyeing and weaving with traditional Andean artisans at Misminay village
Visit the charming community of Chinchero on market day and be amazed at the array of textiles
and crafts
Hike past rural shepherds’ houses and grazing alpacas and llamas to the stunning ‘Rainbow
Mountain’, one of the world’s most spectacular geological formations
Spot majestic Condors soaring high above the spectacular cliffs of Colca Canyon
Drive across the high Altiplano to Lake Titicaca and enjoy a stay on Suasi, a private island
Venture deep into the Amazon rainforests and explore with the local Indian peoples.
Take an option to visit the Galapagos Islands and be inspired by the landscapes and creatures
that helped to explain life as we know it.

•
•
•
•
•

Hotels
We understand that travel isn't all about a fleeting glimpse of popular mass tourist spots, or always staying at luxury
hotels, but is also about time, space, privacy and those special destinations and moments that turn your holiday into a
truly magical experience. South America Journey is a tour for everyone wanting to see Peru and Ecuador’s great
sites but also by roads less travelled and explore new horizons rarely encountered. On this adventure, we use good 3
to 4 star hotels, but as no Journey to South America would be complete without staying in some traditional Haciendas
and Amazonian Jungle lodges, we have included them too. You’ll find their web sites below. They are of course
subject to availability as bookings are not yet open.
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Participants should note that the order of visits and activities described may be modified to accommodate changes
in flight schedules, special access to museums and craftspeople, the pathways chosen by our experienced and
knowledgeable local guides, local road conditions and unexpected contingencies such as festivals, street
processions or religious ceremonies.
Is this trip right for you?
South America Journey is an active tour. It requires a good level of fitness, as it is physically more demanding. It
involves optional hiking, and some travel to remote, high altitude areas where tourist facilities are less developed.
There is walking over rough and uneven ground in a few places. The more difficult aspects of this itinerary involve
areas of high altitude to which you will be gradually introduced. Our travel partners will have oxygen bottles on hand in
case of need. Our local guides will suggest alternative activities to some of the walks included. There are some long
driving distances as indicated in the itinerary.

Proposed Itinerary.
DAY 1 Thursday
1 April
Depart Australia
Depart Australia this morning and crossing the International Date Line you will arrive in Lima on the same
date.
DAY 2 Thursday
1 April
Arrive Lima
Welcome to Lima, the 'City of Kings'. Upon arrival you will be met at the airport and escorted to your hotel in
the charming coastal neighbourhood of Miraflores.
Hotel Britania Mirafores http://www.hbritaniamiraflores.com
DAY 3 Friday (Good Friday)
2 April
LIMA
B
Head downtown and explore the center of Lima and it´s impressive sights. As you wander through the
Plaza de Armas and Plaza San Martin, it is hard not to be intrigued about its diverse architecture. Your
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guide will introduce you to the city's architectural heritage, before heading to Santo Domingo Monastery
that boasts the oldest carved choir stalls in Lima. It was here that first university in South America, San
Marcos University, was founded in 1551. Head to ‘Casa Aliaga’, the oldest colonial house in Latin America,
which is owned by the Aliaga family and their descendants. Francisco Pizarro granted this ancient temple to
one of his followers Jeronimo de Aliaga in 1535. It features a series of salons that represent life in Lima in
the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries.

Then Explore Lima’s bohemian neighborhood of Barranco and Miraflores. Start off with Miraflores
stopping at the Kennedy Park and the Park of Love with the sculpture ‘The Kiss’ and a stunning view over
the bay of Lima. You then head to the bohemian neighborhood of Barranco to visit the ‘Bridge of Sighs',
the legendary 'La Ermita' chapel and a lookout point for a view of the Pacific Ocean. Before returning to the
hotel you have the chance to sample Peruvian craft beer at ’Barranco Beer Company’. This family-run
brewery serves six flagship beers, as well as some specials and seasonal options (beer not included).
DAY 4 Saturday
3 April
LIMA - AREQUIPA
B
You will be picked up from your hotel and transferred to the airport for your upcoming flight to Arequipa.
Then you have a half day walking city tour. Because some of the old buildings are made of white volcanic
material (sillar) Arequipa is also known as the ‘white city’. You will visit the extraordinary Santa Catalina
Convent. Built in the 16th century, it’s a huge construction which once served as a town within itself
housing 450 nuns. Traditionally, the oldest daughters of Arequipa’s aristocratic families entered the convent
in their early teens and spent their lives there, cloistered away. The convent complex has been beautifully
refurbished, bringing the past vividly alive once more.
Hotel Casa Andina or Arequipa Jerusalen http://www.casa-andina.com/classic-arequipa/?lang=en

DAY 5 Sunday. (Easter Day)
4 April
AREQUIPA - COLCA
B
Depart in the early morning and make our way to the Colca Valley. Passing through the town of Yura,
Pampa de Arrieros, Pampa Cañahuas (where the Vicunas National Reserve is located) as well as
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Vizcachani and Tojra, where you will have the chance to spot a variety of migratory birds all year round.
Your journey will continue through Chuccura and Patapampa with a visit to a viewpoint where you can see
the picturesque panoramic views of the volcanoes of Mismi.
After four hours on the road arrive in Chivay where you will take a break for some lunch (not included) and
to stretch your legs. Along the way to our hotel you will have the chance to stop over in the local city market.
From this point on you will begin a gradual increase in altitude to acclimatize you for higher
altitudes to come. We invite you to enjoy the special energy of one of the most spectacular landscapes in
southern Peru: the Colca valley - where the river is united with the sky, the Sun with the Moon, and the
mind with the body. Located at an altitude of 3250 meters above sea level, our hotel here is built on the
banks of the River Colca and is surrounded by hundreds of pre-Inca agricultural terraces that have been
declared a Peruvian National Heritage.
It's design inspired by the old pre-Inca structures, Colca Lodge employs earth, stone and straw in its
construction to create a magical environment where the rooms are connected with the gardens which, in
turn, shade into the adjacent crop-fields without the use of dividing structures such as walls or hedges.

Hotel Colca Lodge http://www.colca-lodge.com/en/spa
DAY 6 Monday
5 April
COLCA
B
Begin your day with an early morning drive to the observation point ‘Mirador del Condor’ - the perfect spot
to look down 1,200 m into the canyon. It’s here that the legendary condor, the bird with the largest wingspan
in the world, can be seen rising and circling on the morning thermals, silhouetted against the magnificent
backdrop of the mountain scenery. Afterwards stop by at Maca and Yanque to visit its colonial churches.
Your last stop is at the Mirador lookout point of Antahuilque, where terraces have the shape of an
amphitheater. You may choose to go on a short afternoon trek (your guide will suggest the trail based on
your fitness level and interests). You may also optionally request to go to the Uyu Uyu archeological site at
an additional entry cost.
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DAY 7 Tuesday
6 April
COLCA - PUNO
B
Morning at leisure to enjoy your hotel. You then say goodbye to Colca in order to continue your trip across
the Altiplano landscapes to Puno. The average altitude en route reaches 4,500 m (14,700 ft). After a 6hour journey through the high desert landscape you reach the city on the shores of Lake Titicaca: Puno.
La Hacienda Puno Plaza de Armas http://www.hhp.com.pe/haciendaplaza/en/
DAY 8 Wednesday 7 April
PUNO - SUASI
B, L, D
This morning you will be transferred to Puno’s pier to board a speed boat and cruise to the Uros floating
islands. The next stop is in Taquile, the weavers' island, but unlike in conventional tours, you disembark in
the less touristy south part. In the afternoon you arrive at Casa Andina Private Collection Hotel, the only
hotel on Suasi island. Maybe you will witness a glorious sunset over the lake from the top of the island.
Suasi is a largely unknown private island with a lovely hotel built with natural materials like stone, mud
bricks and thatched with ‘ichu’ - local high-altitude grass. The hotel offers stunning lake views from every
room. Due to its remoteness and awesome scenery, Suasi is an ideal place to relax and have an authentic
encounter with the Andean world.
Casa Andina Private Collection Hotel, Isla Suasi http://www.islasuasi.pe

DAY 9 Thursday
8 April
SUASI
B, L, D
You will find yourself immersed in the energy of this truly special island. Walking and hiking are just some of
the activities available. Be on the lookout for unique fauna, including llamas and alpacas as well as vicunas.
You will also find a lovely rose garden and a green house where organic crops of native grains and
vegetables are grown. If you just want to relax, the spa offers different health treatments for its guests (at
additional cost). An insight into the Altiplano, its cultural legacy, history and natural environment can be
gained at the hotel’s Andean library. But Suasi offers you as well the possibility to participate in different
excursions with the habitants. Let them show you the different types of birds and plants or enjoy a ride in a
canoe or in a wooden boat or watch the beautiful night-time sky with the bright stars and finish the evening
with a romantic campfire.
DAY 10
Friday
9 April
SUASI - PUNO - SICUANI
B, BoxedL, D
Around midday you take a speed boat to return to the pier. After that, you will be taken to Sicuani to spend
the night (approx. 248 km.). Dinner at our hotel in Sicuani.
Wilkamayu Hotel

http://www.wilkamayuhotel.com/
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DAY 11 Saturday
10 April
SICUANI - RAINBOW MOUNTAIN - CUSCO
B, BoxedL
We are really off the tourist trail now as we take you to enjoy spectacular panoramic views of three Palcoyo
Rainbow Mountain peaks in this full-day trip to Palcoyo. You will be picked up from your hotel around
06:00 hrs and set out on a drive towards the trailhead at Palcoyo. From here you will begin your short uphill
walk for 45 minutes to Palcoyo Pass (5000m), where you will have a spectacular view of the multi-colored
vistas across the Palcoyo Rainbow Mountain peaks as well as the highest mountain in the Cusco region,
Ausangate. Spend around 1 hour at the pass, taking pictures of the vibrantly coloured landscape, enjoying a
snack, and taking in the awe-inspiring view. Then make your descent along the path which you came
(approx. 20-30 min). Your transfer vehicle will be waiting at the trailhead to take you to the village of
Checacupe, where you will enjoy a boxed lunch and explore an Inca rope suspension bridge. After taking
some time to walk across the bridge, take pictures and enjoy the stunning area, you will be transferred to
your hotel in Cusco.
Total distance:
Estimated walking time:
Max. Altitude:

5 km
2 Hours
5,000 m
Inkarri Hostal http://www.inkarrihostal.com/english/
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DAY 12 Sunday
11 April
CUSCO - SACRED VALLEY
B. L
Today we'll visit the charming community of Chinchero. The village's highlight is the Sunday market that
traces back to the Inca time when barter or 'trueque' existed. Today the market, noted for its textiles, takes
place in the main square, at the foot of an Inca wall. Chinchero is a real hub of activity, vibrant with color
and movement which fascinates tourists with its range of handicrafts. You also will explore the remains of
Tupac Inca Yupanqui's royal house, as well as a beautiful colonial temple built on Inca foundations.

Lunch with a local family.
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Finally, we'll visit the fortress of Ollantaytambo where the Temple of the Sun (formed of six gigantic
monoliths, whose total weight exceeds 50 tons) and the Terrace of the Ten Niches stand out.

Finally, you will arrive at our hotel in the Sacred Valley.

Hotel La Casona de Yucay http://www.hotelcasonayucay.com/
DAY 13 Monday
12 April
SACRED VALLEY
B, L
Today, take a hike from Moray to the salt terraces of Maras and head into the Sacred Valley of the Incas.
Moray's circular terraces hidden among the hills are similar to that of a Greek amphitheater. Surrounded by
an impressive backdrop of snow-covered mountains, Moray served as an open-air agricultural laboratory for
adapting crops to different environmental conditions. Continue to the salt mines of Maras, which, providing
it´s a sunny day, will have an intense white snow like shine - an impressive sight for any visitor. The salt was
extracted from these mines during Inca times and the same method has been used ever since. As with all
our walks, if you are not up it, our guide will have several alternative programs for you.

Walking time:
Altitude difference:

Approx. 5 hours
600 meters (mainly downhill)
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After the tour you will be transferred to the Misminay Community, a traditional Andean community close to
the district of Maras. During a weaving demonstration at Misminay, your hostess will teach you the crafts
techniques used over many centuries by their ancestors. The preparation process includes the gathering of
wool, and its spinning, plying and dyeing.

Then in an ‘agricultural session’ at the community, gain an insight on ancient techniques and traditional
farming knowledge and different products that they grow. The workshop includes the chance to try your
hand at plowing, sowing or harvesting.
Enjoy a three-course lunch at Misminay, cooked by the women of the community with naturally cultivated
ingredients from their fields. On a clear day, views at Misminay are truly phenomenal. You can see most of
the snow-capped mountains of the Sacred Valley and the surrounding farmlands.
DAY 14 Tuesday
13 April
SACRED VALLEY - MACHU PICCHU-AGUAS CALIENTES
This morning you will be picked up from your hotel and transferred to Ollantaytambo train Station.

B

Take the morning PERU RAIL EXPEDITION train to Machu Picchu, a scenic journey enjoyed through
panoramic windows, through the Sacred Valley of the Incas. Upon arrival in Aguas Calientes, you will be
greeted by your guide who will assist you onto the shuttle bus to the entrance of the citadel. During your
guided tour you will experience the uniqueness of the location and the genius that went into its construction.
In the "Lost City of the Incas" you'll see, amongst other things, the Main Square, the Royal Quarters, the
Temple of the Three Windows and the Sun Dial. The duration of your magical trip to one of the seven new
wonders of the world will be around 3 to 4 hours after which you will make your way out of the citadel with
your guide.
Forgotten during the Spanish conquest, the temples and buildings of Machu Picchu are consequently uniquely
well-preserved, which, together with its setting high above the river amidst spectacular mountain landscapes,
makes the site the most extraordinary archaeological site in South America.
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DAY 15 Wednesday 14 April
AGUAS CALIENTES – CUSCO
B
After breakfast you have the morning free to return to the majestic site of Machu Picchu and discover its
hidden spots. Climb to the famous vantage point to take a photo like the one above. (Entrance fee for
Machu Picchu and shuttle bus included – but no guide service).
Return by PERU RAIL EXPEDITION train from Aguas Calientes to Ollantaytambo. Upon arrival you will be
transferred to your hotel in Cusco.
Inkarri Hostal http://www.inkarrihostal.com/english/
DAY 16 Thursday 15 April
CUSCO (B)
This morning you walk through the major sites of interest in Cusco. You visit the famous cathedral with its
magnificently carved woodwork, ornate altar and many hundreds of canvases from the 17th-century Cusco
Painting School. You continue exploring the cultural wealth of Cusco at the Temple of the Sun where we
witness the incredible masonry of the Incas, an engineering feat that remains an enigma. You will have a
stop at San Pedro market. Afterwards you walk along Hatunrumiyoc Street named after the 12-angled
stone clearly visible in the remaining walls of what used to be Inca Roca’s Palace. You make a last stop in
San Blas artisan quarter. Its steep cobblestone alleys not only offer spectacular views of the city but are
lined with workshops and galleries, a great way to soak in Cusco's artistic atmosphere.
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Afternoon at leisure.
DAY 17 Friday
16 April
CUSCO - QUITO...
B
Transfer from your hotel to the airport for your morning flight, arriving in the evening in Quito (2850 m
altitude), and be met and transferred from the airport to your hotel in the Andean capital, where you can
enjoy a welcome drink and relax. Overnight at Hotel Reina Isabel, a 4.5 awarded Certificate of Excellence
from Trip Advisor as well as the winner of best hotel in Quito 2018 from Booking.com
Hotel Reina Isabel http://hotelreinaisabel.com/en/
Day 18. Saturday
17 April
Quito – Equator Line – Otavalo
BLD
The morning will be dedicated to a tour of Quito; a city surrounded by volcanoes, most prominently by
Pichincha volcano (4800 m). Quito was founded by the Inca civilization and developed by the Spanish
colonizers. Its historic centre is a true architectural jewel, dating back to the XVIth and XIXth century and
recognised as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site for its unique sites, churches, and colonial
convents. Then, travel to “The Middle of the World”, in the north of Quito, where the Equator runs along the
monument. The line marks the 00’00 latitude established in XVIII century thanks to the famous 1st French
Geodesic Mission. Visit the Equator monument and its neo-colonial village. You can put a foot in both
hemispheres at the same time. Then, drive to the beautiful Andean region of Otavalo. Stop for a panoramic
view of San Pablo Lake, dominated by the majestic Imbabura mountain. Check in to the hotel which every
year from 2011 has been awarded a Certificate of Excellence from Trip Advisor and a Travellers Choice
award 2019.

Hacienda Pinsaqui http://www.haciendapinsaqui.com/en/
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Day 19. Sunday
18 April
Otavalo: Market, Volcanoes, Lakes, Artisans – Quito
BL
Today you will visit the indigenous artisan market in Otavalo, famous for its large variety of textiles and
handicrafts, or tour the community, meeting its residents and farmers. With your private guide you will walk
through the market to browse the different stands and meet local people. Otavalo is one of the most visited
indigenous markets in South America, rich in traditions and customs. As you make your way through the
maze of stalls selling alpaca sweaters, ponchos, hammocks, pan flutes and other souvenirs, you can
admire the multicoloured handicrafts and try haggling with the merchants. You can also learn about
indigenous weaving workshops as you visit one in Peguche village. Enjoy a delicious traditional lunch at
one of Ecuador’s oldest haciendas, ideally located on the flanks of the Imbabura Volcano and in the heart of
Ecuador’s lake province. You will also visit the village of Cotacachi, famous for its leather goods, and
Cuicocha Lagoon, located in an ancient crater at the foot of the Imbabura and Cotacachi Volcanoes,
before returning to Quito where you will stay the night.

Hotel Reina Isabel http://hotelreinaisabel.com/en/
Day 20. Monday
19 April
Quito – Baño
B
Drive along the Avenue of Volcanoes. Running for 150 km south of Quito between two parallel cordilleras,
the avenue contains seven peaks more than 5200 m high. A perfectly symmetrical 6000 m snow cone,
Cotopaxi, could well be the world's most beautiful volcano. Continue to the beautiful town of Baños,
famous for its hot springs and its location at the base of Tungurahua Volcano. Enjoy a guided walk around
the town then spend the night in a small charming hotel; La Floresta.

La Floresta Hotel https://laflorestahotel.com/
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Day 21. Tuesday
20 April
Baños – Amazonia
BD
This morning you will travel on a small boat on the river “Rio Verde” and hike to the impressive Pailon del
Diablo waterfall. You will then be driven down to the town of Tena, located in the Amazon region. Arrive at
our lodge in the rainforest on the banks of the Napo River, a tributary of the Amazon River. Step into the
heart of the animal and bird kingdom, home to eight species of monkeys, 50 species of bats, anteaters,
three-toed sloths, ocelots, and birds of more colours than you could ever imagine. Take a short walk in the
surrounding forest and undertake one of the other optional activities which are available. Dinner and night in
our lodge.
Casa del Suizo http://www.casadelsuizo.com/

Day 22. Wednesday
21 April
Amazonia
BLD
Today you will delve deep into the Amazonian rainforest with indigenous Kichwa guides. Breakfast will be
eaten either during the hike or at the lodge. Discover the diverse flora and fauna the rainforest has to offer
during the morning walk (3 hours) through the forest. You will see the gigantic Ceiba trees, learn about
certain medical plants, and hike to the “Mirador” (viewpoint) to admire the immense beauty of the forest.
There is an optional visit to an animal reserve. Take a dip in the river or visit an indigenous family and
observe their handicrafts and hunting methods. Dinner and night in the lodge.
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Day 23 Thursday
22 April
Amazon – Riobamba
BL
Drive to Riobamba, the capital of the province at the foot of the highest Ecuadorian volcano: Chimborazo
(6300 m). Take a tour around the city or walk to the volcano. Overnight in Riobamba.
Hacienda Andaluza https://www.hosteriaandaluza.com/es-es

Day 24. Friday
23 April
Riobamba – Devil’s Nose Train – Ingapirca – Cuenca
B
After breakfast, travel to Alausi. Once there we board the famous train for the exhilarating journey that zigzags through the Andes down towards the Devil's Nose, an amazing feat of engineering. This part of the
track drops dramatically in altitude, and the train descends on a series of switchbacks as you slowly leave
the crisp mountain air and scenery for the warmer tropics of the lowlands. Continue to Cuenca, via
Ecuador's principal Inca ruins of Ingapirca. The remains date back to before the Spanish conquistadors
took hold of the region. Archaeologists believe that the main structure, known as The Temple of the Sun,
was used for religious and ceremonial purposes. Today, it provides welcome shade for grazing llamas and
the occasional tourist. Arrival in Cuenca and overnight in our hotel.
Hotel Los Balcones. http://hotellosbalconescuenca.com/?lang=en

Day 25. Saturday
24 April
Cuenca – Guayaquil
B
Visit Cuenca’s historic centre, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site, and visit a Panama hat factory.
Cuenca is a beautiful colonial city, built on the site of an ancient Inca settlement, designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 1999. Tour the city as you wander the narrow cobblestone streets, marvelling at the
architecture. The colonial centre has been beautifully restored; colourful flowers tumble from ironwork
balconies and the white-washed houses have grand wooden doors. Travel through the coastal region and
arrive in Guayaquil, the largest city in Ecuador. Here you can enjoy an exciting night tour where you’ll visit
the famous “Malecon 2000” (the waterfront promenade which stretches 2.5km along Rio Guayas, with
viewpoints, monuments, gardens, bars, restaurants etc) and the historic neighbourhood “Las Peñas”, a
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picturesque area perched on Santa Ana Hill with colourful houses and a traditional aristocratic yet cosy
ambience.

Hotel Unipark. https://www.uniparkhotel.com/
Day 26. Sunday

25 April

Guayaquil – Return flight home

Day 27 In flight

27 April

Arrive Australia

B

Our Travel Partners in Ecuador and Peru.
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HOTELS CONSIDERED, or similar, subject to availability.
City

Hotels

WWW

LIMA

Britania Miraflores
(Standard)

http://www.hbritaniamiraflores.com

Casa Andina Standard - Arequipa
Jerusalén (Traditional)

http://www.casa-andina.com/classic-arequipa/?lang=en

Colca Lodge
(Standard)

http://www.colca-lodge.com/en/spa

La Hacienda Puno Plaza de Armas
(Standard)

http://www.hhp.com.pe/haciendaplaza/en/

Suasi
(Superior)

http://www.islasuasi.pe

Wilkamayu
(Standard )

http://www.wilkamayuhotel.com/

Inkarri Hostal
(Standard)

http://www.inkarrihostal.com/english/

La Casona de Yucay
(Premium)

http://www.hotelcasonayucay.com/

Reina Isabel
(Standard)

http://hotelreinaisabel.com/en/

Hacienda Pinsaqui

http://www.haciendapinsaqui.com/en/

La Floresta
(Standard)

https://laflorestahotel.com/

Casa del Suizo
(Standard)

http://www.casadelsuizo.com/

Hacienda Andaluza
(Superior)

https://www.hosteriaandaluza.com/es-es

Hotel los Balcones
(Standard )

http://hotellosbalconescuenca.com/?lang=en

AREQUIPA

COLCA

PUNO

PUNO

SICUANI

CUSCO

SACRED
VALLEY

QUITO

OTAVALO

BAÑOS

AMAZON

RIOBAMBA

CUENCA

GUAYAQUIL

Unipark
https://www.uniparkhotel.com/
(Standard)
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SERVICES INCLUDED
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−

Escorted from Australia subject to 10 participants.
Transfers from / to the airport, bus or train station
Accommodation based on TWIN SHARE in the selected hotel category, generally 3. - 4. star
Domestic flights in Peru and Ecuador
Private services with local English-speaking guides, except for Suasi Island 3D/2N shared with other travellers
Train ticket Ollantaytambo - Machu Picchu - Ollantaytambo in Expedition Class (Tourist Class).
Safety briefing before the Rainbow Mountain trek
Comprehensive first-aid kit including oxygen bottles if required in areas of high altitude
Entrance fees to the sites noted in the itinerary (important: the chronological order of visits in the itinerary may
change to ensure the best operation)
Meals as noted (B: breakfast, Boxed L: boxed lunch, L: lunch, D: dinner)
Permanent assistance by our Guest Experience Department

SERVICES NOT INCLUDED
−
−
−
−
−
−

International flights
Tips (for guides, drivers, waiters, luggage porters)
Beverages during meals (unless specified in the itinerary)
Early check in / late check out
Travel Insurance
Visas not required

−
BOOKING CONDITIONS
To participate in this tour, please email the Booking Form AND a scan of your passport to
lee.grafton@bigpond.com. Your passport must be valid for 6 months from October 1, 2020 and have two blank
pages. Once your Booking Form is received, we will notify you of our acceptance of your Booking and request a
deposit.
The Booking Form is on the web page www.zenorientaljourneys.com.au or we can email one to you on
request.
On acceptance of your Booking $1500 deposit Invoice will be sent to you.

Cancellation terms
Bookings including: Galapagos hotels, cruises, haciendas, amazon lodges, groups
120 - 61 days prior to departure 20% penalty

60 days or less prior to departure 90% penalty
Cancellation fees Airfares
Please refer to the Fare conditions on the fare class you have purchased.
2021 Flights, Airfares and Schedules are not available for booking yet. Once known we will contact you
regarding how to obtain your ticket.
On payment of a deposit, please ensure you have adequate travel insurance in place. We can assist you in
this.

Close of Bookings and Final payment due: 27 November 2020
Scroll down for Galapagos Islands options
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Galapagos Islands Cruise extensions

Galapagos; the name itself promises mystery. A prehistoric land with prehistoric creatures. An
archipelago created by volcanic activity and inhabited by animals that have had to completely
transform to survive. It feels like you’re on the edge of the world – and, in a way, you are. The
Galápagos Islands were famously visited by English naturalist Charles Darwin in 1835 and inspired
his theory of evolution. Incredibly, each island is unique, featuring different terrain and different
wildlife, some of which can’t be seen anywhere else in the world.
One of the shining jewels of Ecuador that straddle the equator 1000 kilometres off the coast, the
Islands offer that intoxicating “otherworldly” feeling. Let us guide you through this unique
landscape teeming with vibrant wildlife, where you’ll walk amongst giant tortoises, Blue-footed
Boobies and dozens of endemic land species. Dive in and meet the water world face-to-face as you
snorkel with tropical fish, playful seal pups and equatorial penguins. These islands are an
archipelago like no other; devoid of major predators, wildlife here is fearless and entirely
unperturbed by human presence. When swimming at a beach you may find yourself face to face
with a sea lion, or while walking along a trail you may have to carefully pick your way through a
group of marine iguanas sunning themselves on the rocks. Every day heralds a new discovery as
we cruise between islands – choose as little or as much activity as you like; sit back as our expert
Naturalist shares the wonder of this unique slice of heaven. These islands that inspired Darwin’s
Origin of Species are yours to explore. Join Zen Oriental Journeys and cruise through one of the
world’s most unique island groups.
We have partnered with the finest ships (owned and operated by our Ecuadorian Travel Partners)
and crews sailing these waters to ensure your Galápagos experience is unforgettable.
To assist in your making a choice of cruise, the sailing schedule for 2021 for their 5 ships is below.
They are all different standards, but in keeping with environmental sustainability policies, are limited
to 16 persons. Do browse the web for more details. This is the high season when the waters are
calm, warm and clear. Please indicate your interest on the Booking Form. We can book any Galapagos
cruise that suits you. We can also advise alternative cruise ships and programs. If you book the cruise and local flights
together with us, you will have Guayaquil and Galapagos transfers included.
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What to expect on a Galapagos cruise
On arrival at San Cristobel Airport, an inspection is carried out to ensure that no foreign plant or
animal species are introduced to the islands. Your Transit Control Card (TCC) is stamped and must
be kept safe during your trip, as it must be presented again on your return flight. In addition,
payment for entrance to the Galapagos National Park is due (US $ 100). Your guide will meet you at
the airport, assist you with luggage and accompany you on the short bus ride to the port where the
Galapagos Odyssey or Archipel 1 awaits your embarkation.
The days on-board normally begin early to make the most out of your time on the islands. Wakeup
call around 7 am, unless activities start earlier. After the delicious breakfast the morning programme
begins. Upon returning on-board you will either have a snack and have some time to relax; or lunch
(depending on the duration of the morning programme). The cruise often heads towards the next
site on the itinerary while you are enjoying lunch.
Then the afternoon programme will begin. Normally this ends before dinner is ready which means
some leisure time for you to relax and refresh. During or after dinner the yacht starts moving again
to make sure you’ll wake up to a different view from the night before.
The three itineraries have been published below as proposed sailing schedules which are indicative
of the places your chosen cruise will encounter. Please note that the Galapagos National Park
Authority has final control over every cruise itinerary to ensure sustainable and responsible
tourism. The sailing schedule may be changed to suit weather conditions as well. You will return
home with stunning pictures and unforgettable memories that will last forever!

Early Bird advantage. We are holding the 2020 prices mentioned below for each cruise until 1
April 2020. Register your place early and you are guaranteed not to pay the 2021 prices.
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OPTION 1

6 Day Galapagos Island Cruise extension. MY Odyssey
First Class Yacht
Indicative cost per person, twin share $6915
Please see notes in ‘included services’ below regarding Single Supplement.

https://www.galapagosislands.com/cruises/yacht/odyssey
The itinerary offers you the chance to really explore the Galapagos Islands and get up close to
nature. Kayaking through mangroves, snorkelling with playful sea lions, visiting Galapagos
tortoises at the Charles Darwin Research Centre and much more are all part of the itinerary whilst
on your small ship cruise through the Galapagos Islands.
The Galapagos Odyssey was built to fulfil the highest expectations of any traveller seeking to experience
the wonders of the Galapagos Islands in the most exclusive way. (Maximum of 16 paswsengers).This firstclass yacht has been designed to reduce the impact on the fragile Galapagos eco-system.
All cabins feature individually controlled air-conditioning, a small desk, sofa, mini-bar, and closet, as well as
spacious bathrooms with shower cabins. All main deck and upper deck cabins average 20 square meters in
size including the bathroom. These cabins have big windows, which can be individually opened. The Twin
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Cabins are spacious and fully equipped, providing passengers with the comfort of a hotel room, while
enjoying the constantly changing view outside their windows.
The dining room brings guests together at mealtimes to enjoy delicious food served buffet style, and a wide
variety of dietary restrictions can be catered for. The lounge and bar area is a great place to unwind and
discuss the highlights of the day whilst enjoying cocktails, beer, a selection of wines and soft drinks. Or why
not take a cocktail out on to the top deck to enjoy the stunning views and sea breezes in the outdoor lounge
or soak up some rays during the day on the comfortable sun loungers. The boat also has a complete crew
including a naturalist guide level III, who has been trained and licensed by the Galapagos National Park at
the Charles Darwin Research Station.

DAY 1 Sunday
25 April
Guayaquil
B
A free day today to relax or explore this beach - side city. You will require a night’s accommodation here.
Unipark Hotel. Additional cost, $155 per room
DAY 2 Monday
26 April
Fly to San Cristóbal
B
Transfer from your Guayaquil hotel to the Airport and fly to San Cristóbal. After your flight your guide will
meet you at the Galapagos Islands airport, assist you with the luggage and accompany you on the short
bus ride to your hotel near the harbour at Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. You will require a night’s
accommodation here. Hotel Lobo de Mar: Additional cost, $277 per room.

Day 3 Tuesday
27 April
Board Galapagos Odyssey
All Meals included
A relaxing morning before being transferred to board your luxury ship. You will be welcomed by the captain
and crew and shown to your cabins. Then enjoy lunch and start your life on board.
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In the afternoon drive to the hinterland of San Cristobal Island to ‘Colorado Hill’ to visit the Cerro
Colorado Tortoises Protection and Growing Centre. This centre was built to improve the status of the
population of the island tortoises. It includes a large corral, a visitor centre, breeding centre and an
interpretive trail. Along this trail, it is possible to see different species of native and endemic plants as well
as birds including the San Cristobal Mockingbird, Yellow Warblers, and many species of finches and the
Galapagos flycatcher.

DAY 4 Wednesday 28 April
Cruise to Española
This rocky island is home to the most impressive and diverse seabirds of the archipelago. The endangered
Galapagos albatross returns to Española from March annually, allowing visitors to admire the courtship
displays of these magnificent giants. You’ll also see Blue-fronted and nazcat oil pipes, black-tailed gulls and
red-billed tropic birds which are native to this island. Along the southern coast, high cliffs allow spectacular
views of ascending birds and the sea water erupting through blow holes.
In the afternoon visit Gardner Bay, which offers a wonderful place to refresh in the turquoise sea and to
admire a large number of colourful reef fish. You will also have the opportunity to snorkel side by side with
green sea turtles, or to enjoy the proximity of the playful Galapagos sea lion. The white sand beach is also
an important breeding ground for the green sea turtles. In the crystal-clear ocean, sometimes whales can be
seen.

DAY 5 Thursday
29 April
Floreana
The peninsula of Cormorant Point forms the extreme north cape of Floreana, which was formed by several
small volcanic cones, and now covered with tropical dry forest (palo santo). At the landing beach, you will
be welcomed by a small Galapagos sea lion-colony. The green sand on this beach contains a high
percentage of glassy olivine crystals that have been blown out by the surrounding tuff cones. The ‘flour
sand’ beach on the southern side of the peninsula is made up of even finer white coral sand that feels very
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smooth on your feet. Parrotfish have pulverised it, grinding the calcareous skeletons of living coral. You can
spot schools of stingrays who love burying themselves in the sandy bottom. During the first months of the
year, Pacific green turtles come ashore to bury their eggs.
While having lunch we will navigate to Post Office Bay from where you can Post your holiday greetings in
the historical barrel, one of three nearby visitor’s sites on Floreana’s north coast (short displacement, wet
landing) and relax. The Galapagos are better known for their sea lions and penguins than postal service,
but the island of Floreana operates a unique stamp less system of sending mail from one of the world’s
most diverse, uninhabited areas.
Long before ecotourists annexed the remote islands, it was a stop for 18th-century whalers traversing the
oceans. After months, or even years, the homesick seamen came up with an ingenious system of getting
letters to their families. They erected a barrel on Floreana Island and left their mail for sailors on passing
ships to deliver.
Besides Galapagos sea lions, Pacific green turtles and golden cow-nose rays, you might spot Galapagos
penguins! This is the only place in the south-eastern archipelago where penguins reside. Explore by
inflatable dinghy – or at your own pace by sea-kayak – another submerged crater rim around the bay of
Baroness Lookout. Climb the miniature basaltic cone of Baroness Lookout and take in the stunning
coastal views. This viewpoint was the favourite spot of one of Floreana’s first colonists, the eccentric
Baroness and self-proclaimed ‘Empress of Galapagos’, Eloisa von Wagner Bosquet, who even built her
house a few metres behind. She and one of her lovers were the first in a series of mysterious
disappearances and deaths in the 1930s.

DAY 6 Friday
30 April
Santa Fe
You will land this morning right in the middle of a Galapagos sea lion colony on the beach, where you will
have time for a refreshing swim or excellent snorkelling among tropical reef fish in the crystal-clear azure
waters of Barrington Bay. You will also encounter bizarre giant prickly pear cactus (opuntia) forests. These
are the largest cacti on the islands, with extremely thick trunks, and can grow over 10m! We have a wet
landing at the beach of Santa Fe where we have a guided nature walk. This extraordinary island is a
remnant of probably the most ancient volcano on the Galapagos. Your guide will decide whether the easy
shorter circuit is followed, or a strenuous longer hike is undertaken. (Moderate level; about 3km).
Sail to Plazas near Santa Cruz, one of the two islands known as Islas Plazas. Plaza is characterised by
imposing roaring waves at the foot of its cliffs. Flocks of storm birds, storm swallows, storm dwellers and
brown Noddies make spectacular flights, and sometimes even ‘run’ on the waves. The cliffs are also a
popular nesting place for the world's most beautiful gull, the endemic forge gull.
Day 7 Saturday
1 May
North Seymour and Santa Cruz
The tabletop islet of North Seymour is an uplifted part of the seabed. Between the dry shrubs you might
spot a Galapagos land iguana. You can see lots of seabirds, such as brown pelicans, red-billed tropicbirds,
swallow-tailed gulls and seasonally even Nazca boobies. But the main attraction are the archipelago’s most
extensive breeding colonies of blue-footed boobies and frigatebirds. At the start of the breeding season
adult frigatebird-males blow up their vivid red pouches to impressive football-sized balloons.
25 | P a g e

Sail to Santa Cruz and the beaches of Bachas during lunch. These two small beaches are in the west of
the Turtle Cove on Santa Cruz. Their sand consists of decomposed corals, which makes it white and soft.
This makes it the favourite nesting site for sea turtles. Behind one of the beaches there are small water
lagoons, where flamingos and other coastal birds, such as black-necked stilt birds and rainbows, can
occasionally be spotted. On the second beach you can explore the remains of two abandoned warships. In
the Second World War these were left by the US, as the island of Baltra was used as a strategic point for
the protection of the Panama Canal.
Day 8 Sunday
2 May
Mosquera
B
Galapagos sea lions are true beach lovers and Mosquera offers beautiful white coral sand beaches, which
contrast with the blue water and thus attract numerous sea lions. During a beach walk you can observe
numerous species of waders and sanderlings. Between the rocks the red clip crabs wait to play hide and
seek while you try to get the perfect photo. If you are lucky, you may even encounter yellow-crowned nightherons or even a red-footed booby. Sail to Baltra and transfer to the airport for your onward flight.

26 | P a g e

OPTION 2

4 Day Galapagos Island Cruise extension. MY Archipel 1
Mid Class Yacht
Indicative cost per person, twin share $3155
Please see notes in ‘included services’ below regarding Single Supplement.

https://www.catamaranarchipel.com/archipel-i-itinerary-a-4d3n.html
Meet the pioneer of the Galapagos: Archipel I. This motor catamaran arrived in 2002, and offers stable
double hulls, wide decks and large social areas, all of which are near to each other. The Archipel l offers
good medium class with space and comfort; the stability and speed make this catamaran a perfect partner
for the adventure of discovering the Galapagos Islands. All the cabins have private bathrooms, hot water
and air-conditioning. The Archipel l also has a comfortable dining room, TV, DVD, stereo, library, an indoor
bar, a bar on the upper deck and a spacious sun deck with reclining chairs. All cabins are located on the
main deck with an outside view. The Archipel boasts ample social areas that will complement a comfortable
stay. Shared with a total of just 16 guests; the lounge, solarium, resting areas and 'Al Fresco' dining area
are all great choices for you to relax and enjoy the nature that surrounds you. The boat also has a
complete crew including a naturalist guide level III, who has been trained and licensed by the
Galapagos National Park at the Charles Darwin Research Station.
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DAY 1 Sunday
25 April
Guayaquil
B
A free day today to relax or explore this beach - side city. You will require a night’s accommodation here.
Unipark Hotel. Additional cost, $155 per room
DAY 2 Monday
26 April
Fly to San Cristóbal
BLD
Transfer to the airport and fly to San Cristóbal. Your guide will meet you at the airport, assist you with the
luggage and accompany you on the short bus ride to the port of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. Here you will
climb aboard the catamaran Archipel I. After greeting the crew and the captain, your cabins will be
assigned to you and then you will enjoy your first lunch on-board
In the afternoon drive to the hinterland of San Cristobal Island to ‘Colorado Hill’ to visit the Cerro
Colorado Tortoises Protection and Growing Centre. This centre was built to improve the status of the
population of the island tortoises. It includes a large corral, a visitor centre, breeding centre and an
interpretive trail. Along this trail, it is possible to see different species of native and endemic plants as well
as birds including the San Cristobal Mockingbird, Yellow Warblers, and many species of finches and the
Galapagos flycatcher.
DAY 3 Tuesday
27 April
South Plaza and Santa Fe
All Meals included
After breakfast you will enjoy an unforgettable guided walk on South Plaza, the best place to encounter
endemic Galapagos land iguanas; patient and photogenic models. You can also look out for some of the
unique hybrids between the male marine iguana and female land iguana.
Arriving at the upper rim, about 20m below, impressive waves splash against the foot of soaring cliffs.
Clouds of petrels, storm petrels, shearwaters and brown noddies make spectacular flights and sometimes
look like they’re walking on the waves.
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Take your binoculars and don’t miss the red-billed tropicbird with its graceful long tail and spectacular
mating fights. These cliffs are also a nesting place for the endemic swallow-tailed gull.
Before lunch we will sail to Santa Fe, possibly escorted by bottlenose dolphins. After lunch you will land
right in the middle of a Galapagos sea lion colony on the beach, where you will have time for a refreshing
swim or excellent snorkelling among tropical reef fish in the crystal-clear azure waters of Barrington Bay.

DAY 4 Wednesday
28 April
Floreana
Bottlenose dolphins frequently escort our passage to Champion Islet and you can see them surfing the
wakes! Underwater, Galapagos sea lions are playful acrobats that become the number one attraction. You
will also see lots of reef fish, and perhaps a green Pacific turtle. An inflatable dinghy ride along the shoreline
of this islet offers sightings of lots of seabirds that are endemic to the archipelago, including Galapagos
penguins, blue-footed boobies, magnificent frigate birds, red-billed tropicbirds, swallow-tailed gulls and lava
herons. A bird watcher’s dream is to catch a glimpse of the Charles mockingbird on top of prickly pear cacti.
This mockingbird is a scientific and historic key species, because it put Darwin on track of his theory of
‘adaptive radiation’.
The Asylum of Peace Island is of historical interest for guests. This hike goes past a mesmerising cave
and visits a fascinating freshwater spring. La Loberia beach gets its name from the huge number of sea
lions that populate the island and rest on the sand. It’s an ideal spot to relax by the ocean, go snorkelling as
well as enjoy the sea lions that live there.
DAY 5 Thursday
29 April
Santa Cruz Charles Darwin Research Station
B
Our dinghies will bring you to the pier of Puerto Ayora, from where you will be brought to the Charles Darwin
Research Station. This is where biological research and indispensable conservation management of this
unique archipelago are carried out. The complex houses interpretation and information centres about the
National Park and the Galapagos Marine Reserve. The most memorable part of your visit will probably be
the successful breeding centre and the enclosures with Galapagos giant tortoises. Afterwards you will have
some free time to stroll around.
In the Afternoon Transfer to Baltra Airport for your onward flight
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OPTION 3

8 Day Galapagos Island Cruise extension. MY Archipel 1
Mid Class Yacht
Indicative cost per person, twin share $7070
Please see notes in ‘included services’ below regarding Single Supplement.

Experience a journey aboard the catamaran ‘Archipel I’, a comfortable motor yacht, as you sail around the
UNESCO-listed Galapagos Islands on this 8-day cruise which gives you an extensive overview of the
Galapagos. You will have the chance to combine the circumnavigation of Isabela Island with excursions in
the most southern points of the archipelago. You will also be able to snorkel with sea lions in Loberia and
visit the Charles Darwin Research Station in Santa Cruz. You’ll encounter land iguanas, giant tortoises and
Darwin’s famous finches on nature walks, and listen to nightly briefings from a naturalist guide on-board.
Sleep comfortably in your twin cabin equipped with sea-view windows. You will visit a variety of places from
Santa Fe to Las Tintoreras, Elizabeth Bay to Punta Suarez and The Highlands to Tagus Cove.
https://www.catamaranarchipel.com/archipel-i-itinerary-a-8d7n.html
DAY 1 Sunday
25 April
Guayaquil
B
A free day today to relax or explore this beach - side city. You will require a night’s accommodation here.
Unipark Hotel. Additional cost, $155 per room
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DAY 2 Monday
26 April
Fly to San Cristóbal
BLD
Upon arrival at San Cristóbal Airport your guide will meet you, assist you with the luggage and accompany
you on the short bus ride to the port of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. Here you will board the catamaran
Archipel I. After greeting the crew and the captain, your cabins will be assigned to you and then you will
enjoy your first lunch on-board.
Cruise during lunch to Cerro Colorado (San Cristobal) and the Tortoises Protection and Growing
Centre, located approximately 40 minutes by bus to the southeast of the island. This centre was built to
improve the status of the population of the island tortoises. It includes a large corral, a visitor centre,
breeding centre and an interpretive trail. Along this trail it is possible to see different species of native and
endemic plants as well as birds including the San Cristobal Mockingbird, Yellow Warblers, and many
species of finches and the Galapagos flycatcher.
DAY 3 TUESDAY
27 April
South Plaza and Santa Fe
All Meals included
After breakfast you will enjoy an unforgettable guided walk on South Plaza, the best place to encounter
endemic Galapagos land iguanas; patient and photogenic models. You can also look out for some of the
unique hybrids between the male marine iguana and female land iguana. About 20m beneath the upper
rim, impressive waves splash against the foot of soaring cliffs. Clouds of petrels, storm petrels, shearwaters
and brown noddies make spectacular flights and sometimes look like they’re walking on the waves. Take
your binoculars and don’t miss the red-billed tropic bird with its graceful long tail and spectacular mating
fights. These cliffs are also a nesting place for the endemic swallow-tailed gull.

After lunch you will land at Barrington Bay (Santa Fe) right in the middle of a Galapagos sea lion colony
on the beach, where you will have time for a refreshing swim or excellent snorkelling among tropical reef
fish in the crystal-clear azure waters of the Bay. You will also encounter bizarre giant prickly pear cactus
(opuntia) forests. These are the largest cacti on the islands, with extremely thick trunks, and can grow over
10m. At the end of the morning we have a wet landing at the beach of Santa Fe where we have a guided
nature walk. This extraordinary island is a remnant of probably the most ancient volcano on the Galapagos.
DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY
28 April
Floreana
Bottlenose dolphins frequently escort our passage to Champion Islet and you can see them from nearby
jumping the waves! Underwater, Galapagos sea lions are playful acrobats that become the number one
attraction. There are also lots of reef fish, and perhaps a green Pacific turtle. An inflatable dinghy ride along
the shoreline of this islet offers sightings of lots of seabirds that are endemic to the archipelago, including
Galapagos penguins, blue-footed boobies, magnificent frigate birds and red-billed tropicbirds, swallowtailed gulls and lava herons. A bird watcher’s wish is to get a glimpse of the Charles Mockingbird on top of
prickly pear cacti. This mockingbird is a scientific and historic key species, because it put Darwin on track of
his theory of ‘adaptive radiation’.
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The Asylum of Peace Island, Floreana, is of historical interest. Your hike goes past a mesmerising cave
and visits a fascinating freshwater spring. La Loberia beach gets its name from the large number of sea
lions that populate the island and rest on the sand. It’s an ideal spot to relax by the ocean, go snorkelling as
well as enjoy the sea lions that live there.
DAY 5 – THURSDAY
28 April
Santa Cruz
Our dinghies will bring you to the pier of Puerto Ayora, from where you will be taken to the Charles Darwin
Research Station. This is where biological research and indispensable conservation management of this
unique archipelago are carried out. The complex houses interpretation and information centres about the
National Park and the Galapagos Marine Reserve. The most memorable part of your visit will probably be
the successful breeding centre and the enclosures with Galapagos giant tortoises. Afterwards, you will have
some free time to stroll around.
In the afternoon visit the Highlands of Santa Cruz. Because wild Galapagos giant tortoises don’t stop at
official National Park boundaries, dozens of them also roam on the adjacent woodlands in the populated
agricultural zone of Santa Cruz. Thanks to their concentration around their favourite muddy pools, these
semi-open pastures and moist scalesia-woodlands are the best place for a quick visit.
DAY 6 – FRIDAY
29 April
Isabela.
We arrive during the night at Las Tintoreras Just outside the harbour of Puerto Villamil, a group of islets
protrude just above the ocean. The jagged black formations, dotted with mangrove and candelabra cactus,
are the remnants of a lava stream that has ended up in the ocean. Isabela Island is the largest and one of
the youngest islands in the Galapagos archipelago.
You may see marine life trapped in large tidal pools, including spectacular whitetip reef sharks (called
“tintoreras” in Spanish, as is the site’s official name). This species of shark is common in the archipelago,
and generally spotted on the seabed when you go snorkelling, while they rest from their nocturnal hunts. At
this unique location you can observe them comfortably from the bank in the crystal-clear turquoise waters.
Sometimes turtles and elegant white-spotted eagle rays or golden rays glide back and forth through this
calm channel, as well as smaller fish and Galapagos sea lions. Also, this is where the largest species of
marine iguanas reproduce. The rocky shoreline with its intertidal life also attracts sally lightfoot crabs, lava
herons and Galapagos penguins, which reside on the other (western) side of Isabela.
In the afternoon visit the Tortoise breeding centre and Wetlands. We land in Puerto Villamil, which has
the second smallest population in the Galapagos with approximately 3000 habitants. First, we will visit the
Flamingos Lagoon; the largest coastal lagoon found in the Galapagos and one of the main reproductive
sites for the greater flamingos. On your visit to Colorado Hill, you will discover the amazing and
emblematic giant Galapagos tortoises in the Tortoise breeding centre, and maybe even get to see one
hatch (seasonally)! In addition, you will understand how much hard work is put into saving the last local
giants of San Cristobal.
DAY 7 – SATURDAY
30 April
Isabela
Punta Moreno is located between the volcanoes Sierra Negra and Cerro Azul, on the north coast of
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Isabela Island. The trail leads along the lava river Pahoehoe to a complex of several coastal lagoons. The
main attraction are various bird species which can be found in lakes and mangrove forests.
Sail on to Elizabeth Bay. Your inflatable dinghy will turn landwards, leaving the surf behind and entering
the calm estuary of Elizabeth Bay through a narrow entrance. Pacific green turtles swim gracefully around
you, sometimes popping up their heads to take a breath. You might also see spotted eagle rays or sharks.
Brown pelicans and blue-footed boobies show diverging plunge-diving techniques, while lava herons and
great blue herons prefer to wait patiently for what comes along. You can also compare the huge red
mangroves with black, white and button mangroves.
DAY 8 – SUNDAY
1 May
Isabela
In the morning we will enter the Bolivar Channel to Tagus Cove (Navigation time: 3h). Meanwhile you can
enjoy the delicious lunch buffet before snorkelling and visiting Tagus Cove. Explosive eruptions have blown
out a part of the outer rims of both tuff cones and created their characteristic horseshoe shapes as well as
Tagus Cove itself. The inner crater rim contains Darwin Lake. Traditionally sailors wrote the names of their
vessels on the eastern cliffs of Tagus cove. During the hike along the inner crater ridge of Darwin Lake you
can continue to a great viewpoint on the outer caldera rim, with views to the outstretched lava slopes of
Darwin Volcano.

This arid inland zone is overgrown with characteristic tropical dry forest vegetation including a special
variety of palo santo, Galapagos cotton and yellow cordia (muyuyu). During the hike you can spot different
Darwin’s finches, flycatchers and Galapagos hawks.
Espinoza Point is Fernandina’s only terrestrial visitors’ site, and one of the few locations where you will
find some interesting results of natural selection. Foremost is the emblematic flightless cormorant that lives
exclusively in the remote west of Galapagos and could be considered as the ‘holy grail of evolution’. You
will also love the almost unworldly views with the dominating cone of Volcán La Cumbre as a spectacular
backdrop. The narrow headland that you walk along is the end of a lava tongue that has reached the coast
and solidified upon contact with the cold seawater.
DAY 9 – MONDAY 2 May
Santa Cruz and Baltra
B
Las Bachas, two small beaches are in the west of the Turtle Cove on Santa Cruz. Their sand consists of
decomposed corals, which makes it white and soft. This makes it the favourite nesting site for sea turtles.
Behind one of the beaches there are small water lagoons, where flamingos and other coastal birds, such as
black-necked stilt birds and rainbows, can occasionally be spotted. On the second beach, which is the wider
one, you can explore the remains of two abandoned warships. In the Second World War these were left by
the US, as the island of Baltra was used as a strategic point for the protection of the Panama Canal.
In the Afternoon Transfer to Baltra Airport for your onward flight
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INCLUDED SERVICES FOR ALL CRUISE OPTIONS:
-

Accommodation in double cabins (double bed or 2 single beds) with private bathroom*
All meals, water, tea & coffee
All excursions as described in the programme (subject to change) with bilingual guide (Spanish /
English)
Airport assistance at Quito/Guayaquil airport (when flight and cruise are booked together)
All transfers in Galapagos (Airport-Yacht-Airport only included when booked together)
Snorkelling equipment
Bath and beach towels

* Single travellers share a cabin with a person of the same sex, unless a single room is booked, and
the single room surcharge is paid (guaranteed single cabin). Individuals who are willing to share
their cabin are exempt from the single room supplement, even if no fellow traveller is added.
Please note: the route and activities can be modified in the event of majeure forces caused by extraordinary
and natural conditions.
NOT INCLUDED:
- International and National (Ecuador-Galapagos-Ecuador/Peru) flights
- Galapagos National Park Entrance, US $ 100 (To be paid upon arrival, in cash)
- Transit Control Card, US $ 20 (To be paid upon departure from mainland to Galapagos, in cash)
- Galapagos Airport Transport, if the flight has not been booked together with the cruise.
- If necessary, single room supplement
- Optional wetsuit (to be paid in cash only)
- Soft drinks and alcoholic drinks (to be paid in cash only)
- Personal expenses, extras & gratuities (tips).
- Travel insurance
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